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STATE UNIVERSITY Center and research of its kind for elected officials

across the state.

The Local Government Center (LGC) was created in 1985 to assist counties
and municipalities with the Voter Review process whereby citizens vote to
evaluate and change local government’s operation. In 1993, the Montana
State Legislature formally established the LGC’s mission in the Montana Code
Annotated: The Center’s purpose is to strengthen the capacities of Montandss local
governmental units to deliver essential services efficiently and to provide training,
technical assistance, and research to local officials MCA 20-25-237,

The Center builds and sustains working long-term partnerships and
collaborations with local governments and their professional statewide
associations, key state agencies, non-profit organizations, and faculty and
Extension staff of the Montana University System.

The Local Government Center was originally located on the Montana State
University campus in the College of Letters and Science, affiliated with the
Department of Political Science. Due to the broad outreach of the LGC
across the State of Montana, and its comprehensive services to counties
and municipalities, MSU Extension was requested to provide institutional
oversight to the LGC within its statewide educational outreach network

in January 2009. No current funding exists within the MSU Extension
state general fund to support continued operations of the MSU Local
Government Center beyond FY11, and the services provided by the MSU
Local Government Center (which are not duplicated anywhere else in the
state) are in jeopardy of discontinuation in 2012 without state support.

Across Montana, municipalities and counties benefit from the LGC’s
training and technical assistance related to governance, budgeting and roles
and responsibilities.
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LGC publications aim to inform and engage local government practitioners
and the citizens they serve.

* 'The 2010 Municipal Officials Handbook

* The 2010 Montana Public Lands Guide

* Governing Montana at the Grass Roots: Local Government Structure,
Process and Politics, 3rd Ed, (2010)

e Montand’s Local Government Review (Rv. Ed. 2008)

* Serving on County Boards, Districts, Commissions and Committees in
Montana (2008)
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